RADSCC & the Dept of Cultural
and Creative Studies present...

2018-2019

“Deaf Dramas at NTID”
With Fred Beam & Patti Durr

RADSCC (Wallace Library 1540)
March 22, 2019
Friday 3—4 pm
Interpreters have been requested
Light refreshments will be served

The presentation will examine original Deaf-themed
plays created and produced by NTID’s Performing
Arts Department.
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Acknowledgement:
Most of the images in this presentation come from the
, NTID Focus Magazine, RIT Reporter Magzine or from

online postings

Special thanks to:

* Joan Naturale, RIT/NTID librarian

* Jody Sidlauskas, RIT Deaf Studies Archives
* Robert and John Panara

* Joseph Fox

e Aaron Kelstone

e Catherine “Kat” Daviton-Burland

e Paul Johnston


https://library.rit.edu/archives/deaf-studies-archive

Why so many original Deaf-themed plays in the “70s?

" by Aaron

eators

2010-2011

2001-2002

2005
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https://www.ntid.rit.edu/ntidweb/heart/index.php

And Gladly Teach (1972 From Focus Mag 1973

NTID DRAMA CLUB Persian Fantasies Focus on Drama Awards
PRESENTS

Nv“j'h(\sv an evening out of the Arabian | John ego, ( DRAW APPLAUSE — (Top photo)
. e cite ers. Charles Baird of Shawnee Mission,
A gold sultan’s tent, dancing girls, arba : Kan., and Farid Bozorgi of St. Clair
rich oriental rugs and even a charming d 2 Nt Shores, Mich., react to being named
g guide named Omar L ong or he t Actor and Supporting Actor
“And Glal“y Teach It was the night of Persian Fantasies, r este respectively. (Middle photo) Many
the Third Annual Awards Night for the = nits 4t ek N awards were taken by (from left) Beth
. \ NTID Drama Clut e Loehwing of Franklin Lakes, N.J
( Gallaudet: Teacher of the Deaf ) e ltha bout 250 p e d awards as Stage | Betty Bonni of Mt. Prospect, Ill., and
tat er and Best Fem orm Barbara Ray of Huntington, W.Va
(Bottom photo) NTID Drama Club
director David Hagans (left) and master
of ceremonies Gilbert Eastman of
Gallaudet College pose with the Best
Actress, Marcia Radzikowski of
Buffalo, N.Y and Best Actor, Baird

be presented, the
short plays, Persian dances by Fariba
udent Farid Bozorg er
wsical number by Nancy Jagiel-

Special Master of Ceremonie
bert Ea or of Drama at

“Two Angels on Duty "

\a one Act Play by Mark Bucci )  Cha 0 vie < - ,: F _ vard an

t One-Act Play: and “The

in acting went to sttable Play /
t. Clair Shores. 9

Jagielski of De

erformed the

* Christmas Promenade ’
( ANl Star Variety Show )

Loehwing

f
. o LY. a Trumble

-

2
e

G
=
4 . . ADD TO CHARM — A sultan and a
December 6-7 8:00 PM. Ingle Auditorium, RIT dancing girl added to the charm of
the Persian Fantasies of the Third

Annual Awards Night of the NTID

Admission-$1.00 Advance Tickets at College Union ental




List of all NTID plays (1974-2015)
since 1974 ~ 20 Deaf plays out of ~ 200



http://www.ntid.rit.edu/theatre/sites/default/files/seasons74-present.pdf

't’s a Deaf, Deaf, Deaf, Deaf World (1974)

Created by Robert Panara and Cast

NTID DRAMA CLUB
WS &
VL AR

URAR

PRGR

R.I'1

Booth Auditorium Interpreter
March 8/9, 1974 for the
8:15PM Hearing
Admission $1.50

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)
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ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives




NTID Drama Club Presents . . .

'It's A Deaf, Deaf, Deaf, Deaf World!

By JAMES H. HIGGS Il
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Administrative Changes In Schools

John Shipman has been appointed su
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Shipman wa merly principal in the
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Wall (1975)

Directed by Jerome Cushman

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)

NTID
THEATRE
presents
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NATIONAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE
FOR THE DEAF - RIT

Al B - 19 1975

ADMISSION: ALL STUDENTS  50¢
ADULTS  $1.00

BOX OFFICE HOURS
10-12 1-3
(WEEKDAYS)

8:00 P.M. BOX OFFICE

464-6254

VISTA PHONE
464-6145




Wall (1975)

Paul Johnston
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Catherine “Kat”
Daviton-Burland



From Focus Mag.
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Info from Paul Johnston

* Visual theatre —inspired by Mummenschanz
* Experimental Theatre / improvisation

* Jerome Cushman — “facilitator”
e Wall traveled to Univ of Mich Experimental Theatre Festival
& performed there

e Wall toured at other colleges and Deaf schools




Short video by Kat, a cast member in Wall:

Info from Catherine “Kat” Daviton-Burland

Jerome Cushman, director of the play,
offered his guidance and a skeleton for the

show based on Deaf people’s upbringin

All cast was Deaf and from Hearing families,
oral or mainstream schools

Themes covered bullying, language deprivation, audism....

1 scene with huge mask — Kat operated the mouth movement
while on the shoulders of another actor, she then emerged out
of the mask to show her true Deaf identity developing

Thanks to Robert Panara, who got her to be involved in the play
Won best supporting actress for her role in the play

Play opened with actors walking through the audience dressed in individual masks that were expressionless.
The audience could take masking tape from the actors and put it anywhere they

wanted on their masks or bodies. They then went up on stage as if they were an assembly line of robots.

This showed how the Deaf child is manipulated and manhandled in life.

The audience could relate to the play as many had similar upbringings of being raised to imitate Hearing people.




SignS Of the Times (1976) "Signs of the Times" was the one of NTID's

bicentennial observances, highlights some
e of the significant events in the history of
8 deaf people in the United States. Some

vignettes depict actual historical
happenings, such as Alexander Graham
Bell's search for an amplification device for
his deaf wife which led to his invention of
the telephone. Other sketches center on
conditions the deaf have faced historically,
such as their struggle to win the right to
get a driver's license or have the use of an
interpreter in a court of law.

From

Directed by Gerry Argetsinger



https://www.ntid.rit.edu/theatre/events/signs-times

Signs of the
Times
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(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)




Interview with God (1980-1981

Directed by Paul Johnston




| Didn’t Hear That Color (1990) — guest play

Written, directed and produced by Bob Daniels

First Black Deaf Play

pIay at 7:47-13:37


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uucNrLWbVXI

Meta (1993

Written by Patti Durr
Directed by Dennis Websiter

NTID's 25th anniversary.

symbol, the flowering

crabapple tree, symbolize
rowth, expansion,

and strength of NTID's past

and future endeavors.

SR

National Technical Institute for the Deaf,
a college of Rochester Institute of Technology.

LIGHTS ON! Deaf Theatre and NTID
Department of Performing Arts present:

by Patricia Durr

An original play about a deaf Holocaust survivor and a deaf
African American college student that explores relationships,
humanity, and acceptance of Deaf culture.

Directed by Dennis Webster.

Robert F. Panara Theatre

April 15 - 17, 1993 - 8 p.m.
April 18, 1993 - 2:30 p.m.

$ 3 for students
$ 5 for all others

The April 16 performance will be presented in sign

language only. All the other performances are

accessible to deaf and hearing audience members.

NTID Box Office open weekdays 10 a.m.-4 p.m. beginning April 5, 1993.
For reservations or more information, call the NTID Box Office at 475-6254
(V/ TDD)

The production is made possible, in part, by the Esther Usdane Memorial Fund Award for
community theatre of the Rochester Area Foundation

This material was produced through an agreement between
Rochester Institute of Technology and the U.S. Department of Education

Designed by Olga Robinson, mechanical by Ken Klooster, ( Applied Art and Computer Graphics students)

udies Archives)




LIGHTS ON! Deaf Theatre and
NTID Department of Performing Arts

presents:

CAST OF CHARACTERS

Old Meta
Young Meta
Kemba
Marc

Janna

Neighbor, Depoctee

Mother, Kapo
Brother, Priscoer

Sister, Priscner

Soldier, Young 5.5.

Female 5.5,
Female Kapo
Baby

Female Priscners:

Della Gorelick
Michele Bontrager
Tracey ashington
Roger Vass Jr.

Petrites

Tara
Colleen Geler

Erika Koza

Andrew Rebin
Michelle Johnston
Annie M. Yeager

Peter W. Wollemhaupt
Pas] May

Matthew W. Daigle
Cyathia C, Barrett
Lisa Holbrook

Jessica L. Miller
Sophie Blelweiss
Patricia Mace

Cledy Millard

Gina L Switalski
Teresa N. Thiry

Anne Wania

Kathleen Wania

Christine Wania

PRODUCTION STAFF

Technical Director
Stage Manager

hop Foreman

Shop Assistants
Translation Coach
Voices Coach
Assistant Stage Manager
Properties

Sound Engineer
Lighting Electriclan
Lightboard Operator
Scenic Artist
Painting Crew

House Manager
Head Usher
Costume Supervisor
Costume Assistants

Flymen
Construction Crew

Lighting Crew
Publicity

Graphic Design
Mechanicals Artist
Lobby Photos

Box Office

ert D. Pratt
Darin Turser
James R Price
Cecege Hambuch, Andrew Rubin
Kathy Holzwarth
James Craves
Anthony Boaura
Scotty Zwicker
Peter Reeb
Dennis C. Webster
George Hambuch
Drew Frands
Paula A, Greevic, Jeany Geller,
Dandel Lunt, Lyn Parson,
Olga Robinson, Eddle Swayze
Suzanne Beno
James Carpenter
Alice ). Pariker

Reed, Jennifer DiDonato,
Patricia Schne

Andrew Rebin, Darin Tumner
Members of the Technical

Theatre classes

Members of the Stage Lighting class
Jim Crr, Deanis }

Olga Robirson

Kenneth Klooster

Michael Spencer, Suzanne Bono,
Ellen Yeates

Joaane DeRoller, Kathy dzwarth,
Tina Mason, Pam McClain

THE TAKING OF PHOTOGRAPHS OR ANY REFRODUCTION

WHY the poster design? Mel Westlake
OF THE PERFORMANCE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED

prtwioec for Lhis play wes d g , ~
- Male Priscners Robert Cagle
Frank Kimmes

Domald R. MacDonald Special Thanks to
Speci

Deaf artist and survivor David Bloch, for the use of his art work
Houseworks, for the use of the futon and frame

P. Gibson Ralph Monroe Surgical, for the use of the hospital bed

does not have anv words & Kem K Ed ‘_. Eric Pylko, for his assistance with lighting

v vtn AR A Kent Winchester, foe the use of the masks

Jeany Geller, for the use of her painting

Voking actors for the April 15, 17, axd 18 performances

Amencas Dx ™ } Meta

Janna Susan R Quinlan

Mare Matthew Knapp

Robert Panara Theatre
April 15-18, 1993

Directed by Dennis Webster
Written by Patricia Durr

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Ar
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https://youtu.be/g4S-TWlkmcg

American Deaf Play Creators Festival (1996)

LY

Cat Spanking Machine

Written by Shanny Mow
Directed by Phyllis Frelich

&

-

Written by Raymond Luczak . !

Directed by Howie Seago



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gd_3d4VG-vY

American Deaf Play Creators Festival (1998

Squanto Spoke English

Playwright
Shanny Mow

AMERICAN
DEAF PLAY
CREATORS’
FESTIVAL

Director
Susan Jackson

Cast of Characters:
SquantoConnel . .........ooviiiiiiiinnnn Chuck Baird
JoanSmith. .......... ... . i, Mel Westlake
................ Megg Masterjohn*
...................... Ed Wing
................................ Luane Davis*

The Golden Arrow

(a play for children)

Suggested by Chuck Baird
Developed by the cast

Director
Shanny Mow

Cast of Characters:

Jaguar Woman ...................... Megg Masterjohn*

............................ Matt T. Hochkeppel
Earth, Fire,and RainGod. ... ............. Susan Jackson
PropPerson ..., Ed Wing
PropPerson ...........cooiiiiiiinnnnn. Luane Davis*
PropPerson.............ccoiiiiiinnnn. Mel Westlake
PropPerson..........cooviiiiiiiiiinnnn. Julie Stewart

*Appears through the courtesy of Actor’s Equity Association

NOVEMBER 5 - 8, 1998 ROBERT F. PANARA THEATRE




Tales from a Clubroom (2006)

Written by Eugen Bergman and Bernard Bragg
Directed by Aaron Kelstone

T T i e “Tales From a Clubroom" is truly an important
| = work of contemporary drama co-written by
influential Deaf artists, Bernard Bragg and Eugene
Bergmann, The play illustrates a traditional deaf
club circa 1980 and the community of
personalities within. As recent events at
Gallaudet University in Washington, DC
demonstrate, community, language, and culture
are strongly valued by Deaf people in a unique
and fundamental way that many in the hearing
world have never experienced.
From
https://www.ntid.rit.edu/theatre/events/tales-
)& clubroom










Black box original plays

Windows of the Soul (2006)

developed for the 1990 Henry Fonda Young

Written and Directed by Luane Davis-Haggerty PLAFVEIgRIS Frojess =

Written by:

Obstacles (2007) v

Written by Stephen Baldwin with Cast from LSD Shasans iig:éifr

Directed by Ruthie Jordan Stacie Whitfield
Michelle Williams

Monica Winters

Deaf Woman Project (2008)

Weritten and Directed by Ruthie Jordan

Bell In Hell (2008)

Written By Shanny Mow
Directed by Aaron Kelstone



https://youtu.be/KnIpr-93Epo

Broken Spokes (2008)

Written by Willy Conley
Directed by J. Matt Searls

* https://www.rit.edu/ntid/deaftheatre/abwnpa/dt3sandbox2/main/Videos/VideoClipsof NTIDProductions/BrokenSpokes.htm



https://www.rit.edu/ntid/deaftheatre/abwnpa/dt3sandbox2/main/Videos/VideoClipsofNTIDProductions/BrokenSpokes.htm

25 Cents (2009)

Written by Aaron Kelstone
Directed by Dan Brucker

j oL

aaron weir kelstone


https://www.rit.edu/ntid/deaftheatre/abwnpa/dt3sandbox2/main/Videos/VideoClipsofNTIDProductions/25Cents.htm

Vignettes of the Deaf Characters (2009)

Written by Willy Conley
Directed by Aaron Kelstone

Vi gneltles
of the
Deaf Character
and Other Plays

WL L LY R CONLEN:

e



https://youtu.be/2rRiSLiMuKs

Tribes (2016

Written by Nina Raine
Directed by Gerald Argetsinger

The College of Liberal Arts Performing Arts Program and NTID Performing Arts Program present

“TRIBES made me excited
about New York theatre again; |
haven’t been this KNOCKED
OUT by a play in a long time.”

NYTheatre.com

Written by Nina Raine Directed by Jerry Argetsinger

February 4-6, 2016 at 7:30pm February 7, 2016 at 2:00pm

Robert F. Panara Theatre
$5 student/senior 55+/children  $7 public/faculty/staff

Tickets go on sale January 25th at the NTID Box Office
First floor LBJ Hall
11am to 4pm and one hour before curtain on the day of a show
All performances will be interpreted for the deaf and hard-of-hearing.

Tri_bcs is presented by special arrangement Some Material May be Inappropriate
of Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York for Children Under 17




NTID Performing Arts presents

Stories from the Deaf Side (2016) Stories from the
Written and directed by Aaron Kelstone wp\g 8 Lw

Written and Directed by
Aaron Kelstone

Al

18 ab Theatre
. Tohnson Buildin®
Y“dOﬂB"‘“‘elomso st-served

fir

: ,  first-comes

FREE ADMISSION: /
>




The Glass Wall (2014) o

Created and Performed by Gallaudet's Latinx Student Union ig A |
Performed at NTID/RIT in the Fall of 2017 A ' /

e U
e




Second Chances (2018) — Guest play

Written by Nicole Morgan
Co-directed by Mervin Primeaux-O’Bryant

Second Chances follows the lives of 8
characters who are imprisoned in
the Koonce County Correctional
Facility. While there, they tell their
stories and explore the many facets
of Domestic Violence, including but
not limited to: suicide, emotional
and cultural abuse. Though fictional,
the stories told were derived from
the real lives of men, women and
children all over the world. The play
also seeks to shine a spotlight on
issues surrounding Deaf prisoners.
Whether straight or gay, black, white
or other, this powerful musical
drama seeks to bring awareness to
the fact that Domestic violence
knows no bounds and hurts
everyone the same way.

Black Deaf Week
presents

SECOND
CHANCES

Written by Nicole Morgan Co-Director Mervin Primeaux-O’Bryant

VISIHHINGHH@®U
February 16, 2018 7:00PM
——— Admission Free

STORY
Follow the lives of 4 prisoners as they share their experiences
with Domestic violence, Deaf prisoner issues, and other cultural

d tional ab S. -
e SPONSORED BY

Student Life Team Performing Arts Program NTID Diversity & Inclusion Ebony Club




Agency (2018

Written by Raymond Luczak
Directed by Aaron Kelstone

NTID PERFORMING ARTS PRESENTS

Robert F. Panara Theatre

52 Lomb Memorial Drive, Rochester, New York 14623

$5.00 Students/Seniors (60+), $10.00 Faculty/Staff/Alums, $12.00 General
Ticket Info: https://rittickets.com or Call 585-475-4121







% . ! . T Rochester Institute of Technology

More Deaf Plays at

Directories

ARTiculating

Deaf
Experiences

Conference
November 7-9, 2019

November 15 - 17, 2019 - Panara Theatre
| unique waork showeasing slices of Deaf lives-both contempaorary and
historical. This work, collaboratively created by the cast members, will
freaf andiences fo varions genres of ASL performance: poetry, narrative
personal experiences, creative storytelling, re-enactment of historical

events, as well as dramatic monofogues and dialogues.

(Upcoming original Deaf-themed production)


https://www.rit.edu/ntid/deaftheatre/

