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Why so many original Deaf-themed plays in the ‘70s?

• From Heart of Deaf Culture: Literary and Artistic Expressions of Deafhood 

https://www.ntid.rit.edu/ntidweb/heart/index.php


And Gladly Teach (1972) From Focus Mag 1973

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)



List of all NTID plays (1974-2015) 
since 1974 ~ 20 Deaf plays out of ~ 200 
• http://www.ntid.rit.edu/theatre/sites/default/files/seasons74-
present.pdf

http://www.ntid.rit.edu/theatre/sites/default/files/seasons74-present.pdf


It’s a Deaf, Deaf, Deaf, Deaf World (1974)
Created by Robert Panara and Cast 

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)



“Script”

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)



(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)



The Deaf American 1974



Wall (1975)
Directed by Jerome Cushman

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)



Wall (1975)

Paul Johnston

Catherine “Kat” 
Daviton-Burland(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)



From Focus Mag. 

Front row: Jose Gonzalez, Paul Johnson, moi
Back row: Mark Suffridge, Patricia Meek, Robert Audette, Ron Swartz





Info from Paul Johnston
• Visual theatre –inspired by Mummenschanz
• Experimental Theatre / improvisation
• Jerome Cushman – “facilitator” 
• Wall traveled to Univ of Mich Experimental Theatre Festival 
& performed there
• Wall toured at other colleges and Deaf schools 



Info from Catherine “Kat” Daviton-Burland
Short video by Kat, a cast member in Wall:
- Jerome Cushman, director of the play, 

offered his guidance and a skeleton for the 

show based on Deaf people’s upbringin
- All cast was Deaf and from Hearing families, 

oral or mainstream schools
- Themes covered bullying, language deprivation, audism….

- 1 scene with huge mask – Kat operated the mouth movement 

- while on the shoulders of another actor, she then emerged out 
of the mask to show her true Deaf identity developing 

- Thanks to Robert Panara, who got her to be involved in the play
- Won best supporting actress for her role in the play 

- Play opened with actors walking through the audience dressed in individual masks that were expressionless. 

The audience could take masking tape from the actors and put it anywhere they 
wanted on their masks or bodies.  They then went up on stage as if they were an assembly line of robots. 

This showed how the Deaf child is manipulated and manhandled in life.
The audience could relate to the play as many had similar upbringings of being raised to imitate Hearing people.  



Signs of the Times (1976)
Directed by Gerry Argetsinger

"Signs of the Times" was the one of NTID's 
bicentennial observances, highlights some 
of the significant events in the history of 
deaf people in the United States. Some 
vignettes depict actual historical 
happenings, such as Alexander Graham 
Bell's search for an amplification device for 
his deaf wife which led to his invention of 
the telephone. Other sketches center on 
conditions the deaf have faced historically, 
such as their struggle to win the right to 
get a driver's license or have the use of an 
interpreter in a court of law. 
From 
https://www.ntid.rit.edu/theatre/events/si
gns-times

https://www.ntid.rit.edu/theatre/events/signs-times


Focus Mag. Nov/Dec 1976



The Silent Stage (1979)

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)



Interview with God (1980-1981)
Directed by Paul Johnston



I Didn’t Hear That Color (1990) – guest play
Written, directed and produced by Bob Daniels

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uucNrLWbVXI play at 7:47-13:37

First Black Deaf Play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uucNrLWbVXI


Meta (1993)
Written by Patti Durr
Directed by Dennis Websiter

(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)



(RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives)



Reporter Mag April 1993
https://youtu.be/g4S-TWlkmcg

https://youtu.be/g4S-TWlkmcg


American Deaf Play Creators Festival (1996)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gd_3d4VG-vY

Written by Raymond Luczak
Directed by Howie Seago

Cat Spanking Machine  
Written by Shanny Mow 
Directed by Phyllis Frelich

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gd_3d4VG-vY


American Deaf Play Creators Festival (1998) 



Tales from a Clubroom (2006)
Written by Eugen Bergman and Bernard Bragg
Directed by Aaron Kelstone

• “Tales From a Clubroom" is truly an important 
work of contemporary drama co-written by 
influential Deaf artists, Bernard Bragg and Eugene 
Bergmann, The play illustrates a traditional deaf 
club circa 1980 and the community of 
personalities within. As recent events at 
Gallaudet University in Washington, DC 
demonstrate, community, language, and culture 
are strongly valued by Deaf people in a unique 
and fundamental way that many in the hearing 
world have never experienced. 
From 
https://www.ntid.rit.edu/theatre/events/tales-
clubroom







Black box original plays 

Windows of the Soul (2006)
Written and Directed by Luane Davis-Haggerty

Obstacles (2007)
Written by Stephen Baldwin with Cast from LSD
Directed by Ruthie Jordan

• https://youtu.be/KnIpr-93Epo

Deaf Woman Project (2008) 
Written and Directed by Ruthie Jordan 

Bell In Hell (2008) 
Written By Shanny Mow
Directed by Aaron Kelstone

https://youtu.be/KnIpr-93Epo


Broken Spokes (2008)
Written by Willy Conley
Directed by J. Matt Searls

• https://www.rit.edu/ntid/deaftheatre/abwnpa/dt3sandbox2/main/Videos/VideoClipsofNTIDProductions/BrokenSpokes.htm

https://www.rit.edu/ntid/deaftheatre/abwnpa/dt3sandbox2/main/Videos/VideoClipsofNTIDProductions/BrokenSpokes.htm


25 Cents (2009)
Written by Aaron Kelstone
Directed by Dan Brucker

https://www.rit.edu/ntid/deaftheatre/abwnpa/dt3sandbox2/main/Videos/VideoClipsofNTIDProductions/25Cents.htm

https://www.rit.edu/ntid/deaftheatre/abwnpa/dt3sandbox2/main/Videos/VideoClipsofNTIDProductions/25Cents.htm


Vignettes of the Deaf Characters (2009) 
Written by Willy Conley
Directed by Aaron Kelstone

• https://youtu.be/2rRiSLiMuKs

https://youtu.be/2rRiSLiMuKs


Tribes (2016)
Written by Nina Raine
Directed by Gerald Argetsinger



Stories from the Deaf Side (2016)
Written and directed by Aaron Kelstone



The Glass Wall (2014) 
Created and Performed by Gallaudet's Latinx Student Union
Performed at NTID/RIT in the Fall of 2017



Second Chances (2018) – Guest play
Written by Nicole Morgan
Co-directed by Mervin Primeaux-O’Bryant

Second Chances follows the lives of 8 
characters who are imprisoned in 
the Koonce County Correctional 
Facility. While there, they tell their 
stories and explore the many facets 
of Domestic Violence, including but 
not limited to: suicide, emotional 
and cultural abuse. Though fictional, 
the stories told were derived from 
the real lives of men, women and 
children all over the world. The play 
also seeks to shine a spotlight on 
issues surrounding Deaf prisoners. 
Whether straight or gay, black, white 
or other, this powerful musical 
drama seeks to bring awareness to 
the fact that Domestic violence 
knows no bounds and hurts 
everyone the same way. 



Agency (2018)
Written by Raymond Luczak
Directed by Aaron Kelstone





More Deaf Plays at
https://www.rit.edu/
ntid/deaftheatre/

(Upcoming original Deaf-themed production)

https://www.rit.edu/ntid/deaftheatre/

