
John Burton Hotchkiss 
Educator and Advocate  
 
Quote: …”the deaf teacher has from the start special knowledge of the peculiar difficulties of 
acquiring language through the eye along which it takes the hearing teacher years to acquire, 
if he acquires it at all…(the Deaf child) can easily see the possibilities of his own 
development and is thereby encouraged to effort and prevented from being quickly 
discouraged by failure…” (1898) 
 

 
 

[Photo left from Gallaudet University website, photo right from The Silent Worker (1919)] 
 
Born: 22 August 1845 
           Seymour, New Haven, CT 
Died:  3 November 1922 
          Washington, DC 
Buried: Rock Creek Cemetery  
            Washington, DC 
 



 

 
(photos © paulofannandale from findagrave.com) 
 
Family of origin: 
Miles and Eliza (Cadwell) Hotchkiss, 
Became Deaf age 11 (some documents say 9). 
 
Contributions/Relationship to the Deaf Community:  
Beloved Professor at Gallaudet College (University) 
One of the founders and editors of the Silent World (DC ) 
Editor of Alumni Corner of the Buff and Blue 
First president of the Gallaudet Alumni Association 
Football Coach at Gallaudet College (University)  
1924:  Gallaudet College names its athletic field in his honor 
Involved with NAD as signed interpreter/translator of presentations (1889) and on  

the Committee on Eugenics, Endowment Committee, the Hartford Monument  
Committee and others. 

 
Schooling:   
American School for the Deaf, graduating 1865 
1865-1869: Gallaudet College (BA) 
1874:  Gallaudet College (MA) 
1904:  Gallaudet College (Honorary Doctoral degree) 
 
Professional Experiences: 
Began as a tutor after graduation and became English, Philosophy and History  



professor at Gallaudet (staring in 1887)–worked for 53 years at Gallaudet 
National Deaf Mute College (Gallaudet University) 

 
Personal information: 
1887:  Married Marian Chadwick (Hearing) from Salem, MA had two daughters, Helen 
(born: 1893) and one who died in infancy.  As well as John B. Hotchkiss Jr (born: 1888) 
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Other Documents, Information, Pictures 
[Below picture from Gallagher 1898) 

 
 
[Below: Hotchkiss’s BA Diploma from Gallaudet University website] 
 
 



 
[below from Kelly Stevens (1923)]: 
 

 
[Below from Gallaudet University Archives, John Hotchkiss is the bearded man in the 3rd 
row doffing his hat] 
 



 
 
 
BELOW:   Andrewjeski, Mrs. F. A. (1923, January).  Dr. John Burton Hotchkiss (poem). 
Silent Worker 35 (4), 147. 



 
 
 
 


