May Martin (Stafford) (1868-1908)
Professor and Early Graduate of Gallaudet

Quote: “...I would say this to every deaf girl and woman: learn whatever you
have a chance to learn; keep your eyes open, you mind attentive, you hands
active; try to find out what talents you have..”

[Photo from The Silent Worker (1908)]

Born: April 28, 1868

New York City

Died: October 22 1908

Buried in Rock Creek Cemetery
Washington, DC

Family of origin:
Became Deaf at age 7

Father: David W. Martin from Pennsylvania (physician)
Mother: Ann Martin from New York
Schooling:
NY School for the Deaf/Fanwood Institute (1878-1891)
-organized a ‘literary and social club’
-received “Holbrook Gold Medal” for highest excellence in her senior class
National Deaf Mute College (Bachelor’s Degree 1894—1891-1894)
Co-founder of OWLS, the Jollity Club, and Buff and Blue
assistant editor of Buff and Blue/valedictorian
National Deaf Mute College (Masters Degree. 1900)

Professional Experiences:




As a college student assisted Dr. Fay in compiling Statistics about Deaf people
Instructor at Kendall School and the
English Instructor at the National Deaf Mute College

and also instructor at Kendall School (1895-1900)

Personal information:

1900 Married Henry Lothrop Stafford (Deaf) (US Railways clerk and US
Steel/Mining Company worker)

One daughter, Faith

Contributions/Relationship to the Deaf Community
First Deaf Woman to receive a Master’s Degree at National Deaf Mute College
First Deaf Woman faculty member of National Deaf Mute College

Quote:

“...I would say this to every deaf girl and woman: learn whatever you have a chance
to learn; keep your eyes open, you mind attentive, you hands active; try to find out
what talents you have, and bring them into play until they yield you your daily
bread; first, last, and evermore, do not be discouraged:---after each rebuff, try anew;
you will win at last.”

(1899, pg. 81)

List of original documents/links:
Martin, May (1900). Employments Open to Deaf Women. Proceedings of the Sixth

Convention of the National Association of the Deaf, St. Paul MN, 1899, July, 11-14.
Pgs. 76-81. Paola, KS: JT Trickett, Printer.

Martin, May (1902). Deafness and Cheerfulness. (book review). American Annals of
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Publications:

Martin, May (1898). Kindergarten work in the New Jersey School. Silent Worker 10,
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Other documents/photos/information:
Martin, May. The Chambered Nautilus. Presentation Day oratory. From the 1895
Annual report from the Columbia Institution.

“She was considered at the college to have an unusually gifted mind.” (1908) Silent
Worker 21, (2) pg. 28. “Death of Mrs. H.L. Stafford.

[Photo below from Holcomb and Wood, 1989)

May Martin was the only female
professor among the otherwise all-male
faculty - 1895
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(Scans below from Federal Census 1900)
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[below signature from U.S. Special Census on Deaf Family Marriages and Hearing
Relatives, 1888-1895]

(below ro www.findagrave.com)
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