PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

AND THE

orld’s Congress of the Deaf

*




22 PROCEEDINGS OF THE N. A. D.

The Australasian Deat and Dumb Association succeeded in removing
the objectionable clause from the Marine Acts. 1t is now engaged in try- -
ing to obtain government control of schools; government employment for
the deaf, and improvements in education,

M. L. MiLLer, Hon, Secretary,
Australasian Deaf and Dumb Association.

e ————————

PRESIDENT VEDITZ then read his address in forceful and graphic signs,
holding the attention of all to the end, Dr. Hall reading the same orally.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

To the Members-qf the Conventio# and Congress:

We are once again met in national and inter-national convention to
discuss problems concerning our welfare as a class, ' :

It is our ninth meeting and rounds out the thirtieth year of our ex-
istence ‘as an organization, ' . , .

Our triennial conventions have become to us what the Olympic Games
were to the ancient Greeks. As those quadrennial games drew together
all that was strongest, bravest and best in Greece, so our conventions have
become the muster-call for the foremost of the American deaf. |

This is an age of coriventions. Every conceivable class allied by the

least suspicion of a community of interests has its conventions, but

~among them all it is to be doubted jf there is any class ‘that has so
many and so valid reasons for thus meeting as our o '

" We are beset by difficulties and pre:jizdicelg_s;'xch - és probably beset no
other class, - B L

No other class is so deeply. and so vitally interested in the problem
of education, | B ' IR

It is eminently proper therefore that we should meet in convestion to
discuss all these varied and pecaliar problems and devise ways and means
fdvard'theit“'ﬁolutign.~ T T TR

At the same time we have good. reason to glory in the fact
considering the handicap imposed upon us, there'is hardly..
10 self-reliant r is performinig in such full e
- deep-regret that more
with us. What could be: done’ o our pi
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come. The correspondence on the part of the Program Committee was
long and extensive. Invitations were transmitted to twenty-seven foreign
governments by the Department of State through our ambassadors and
ministers abroad. The Department acted as intermediary only and not
officially. The efforts of Representative Martin and myself to induce
the Department to serve as official sponsor were unsuccessful and this
failure to give official recognition on the part of the government was
largely responsible not only for the failure of the invited governments to
reciprocate officially, but also for the failure of a bill introduced in both
Houses by Senator Hughes and Representatives Martin, appropriating
$5,000 toward the entertainment of this Congress, though it may serve
as a consolation to know that no other convention was appropriated for
during this session of Congress.
~_China alone of all the governments invited has official representation
in the person of Consul General Li Yung Yew and Vice-Consul Kee
Owyang, of San Francisco. Let us hope that the countless deaf of this
great Empire will profit from this enlightened policy of their govern-
ment. : - ,
~ Messages of greeting have been- received from the deaf of Great
Britain, Australia, Germany, France and Switzerland, - ,
- In’ this connection I would urge upon the convention to take official
action upon a suggestion made by myself nearly three years ago in the
. Deaf Americam, that the coming centennary of deaf-mute education in
this.country in 1917 be madé the occasion of a world-wide demonstration
by the educated deaf. In letters to friends abroad I have already urged
 that since they cannot be with us in this year of grace nineteen hundred
ten, they come in 1917 and join with us_in the centennial celebration of our
intelectual ‘emancipation. T would further urge that official recognition

be secured from:the ‘governmient in ample time, and .an “appropriation

or, thus ‘making it possible to celebrate the event on a
atte y the deaf of any country. .
ress has received more advertising than all
bined. - Through it the deaf are receiving the
‘of .publicity, The: Associated Press, George
York, the Western Newspaper Union

ews Bureau of New York, and the News-
f Cleveland, have given millions’ of the

this Congress and its ‘program,
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quested us to submit suggestions as to topics we should like to have
discussed at the 1911 convention in Delavan, Wis,, the first instance on
record that the deaf have received such a concession from their edu-
cators, ' ‘

In short, the N. A. D. is entering upon a new era and it rests with
you whether it is to continue a vigilantly active and progressive organ-
ization, ever watchful for the welfare of our class, or is to sink back
into its old condition of comatose and servile inactivity.

ENDOWMENT FUND

But to do what it should do, our Association needs a steady income
—the income from a permanently and safely invested endowment fund.
In my address at Norfolk, I first called attention to the necessity - of such
a fund. Here the suggestion had the demerit of being an innovation,
and like most innovations, has had to run the gauntlet of opposition on the
part of certain of the deaf. Qur efforts to interest wealthy philanthropists
were unsuccessful and we are now endeavoring to secure at least a
nucleus for such a fund in the unused balance that may be left over

from the Moving Picture Fund.

. Given such a fund, the N. A. D. can become the militant organization
it should be. It can then send regular delegates to conventions of phy-
sicians and surgeons, of laryngologists and aurists, of educators from the
public schools, and above all, of the Speech Association and the Teachers’
Association. It can take measures to educate the public, possible in no
other way. It can maintain its Industrial Burean and its Bureau of
Publicity in a manner befitting the importance of these two committees;
it can subsidize some one of the in&ependent papers. as its official
organ, and may be in a position to pay a modest salary to its working
officers; and if the fund is large enough to maintain a lecture bureau, we
shall have one of the most potent means to a large and powerful national
union possible, o ; .

All these are merely a few of the many things the National As-
sociation will be in a position to do with an endowment fund of the. size
it ought to have. I would earnestly urge upon this convention to make
the Endowment Fund Committee a standing committee, to be discharged

only when the fund has reached a sum whose income will approximate
$10,000.00. '

INCORPORATION

Certain solicitous friends of the Association have been imder the
apprehensive delusion that the N. A. D. was not incorporated in' due
process of law. Insinuations to that effect had been coming to my office
off and on during the past six years, but I attached no- fmportance to them,
as my judgment told me they were unfounded. S : v
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But to set all doubt at rest, I requested one of the original

- incerporators, Mr. Albert F. Adams, of Washington, D. C,, to investigate.

At the same time I made direct inquiry of Mr. John C. Dancy, Recorder
of Deeds, and procured a copy of the corporation laws of the District
of Columbia under which the Association was incorporated,

The result of the investigation was to establish the fact that the
Association was and is l€gally incorporated, and is founded on a rock as
unassailable as Gibraltar.

Its Articles of Incorporation moreover give it full liberty in every
field in which it may consistently exercise its activities, nor do they pre-
clude the application of the term “constitution and by-laws” to our ex-
isting rules of procedure and business, '

They permit us to inquire into the educational processes obtaining in
our schools; to actumulate an endowment fund—to take, receive, hold and
convey real and personal estate necessary for our purposes, the clear an-
nual income not to exceed $25,000. They permit us to establish a federa-
tion under the clause relating to the forming of branch societies.

In short, the objects of our Association are defined to be “the im-
provement, development and extension of schools for the deaf thronghout
the world, and especially in the United States, the members of this society
being nearly all graduates of such schools; the intellectual, professional
and industrial improvement and the social enjoyment of the msmbess
through correspondence, consultation, the forming of branch societies,
and the holding of national conventions at such times and places as may

be appointed by the officers and managers in accordance with the con-
stitution and by-laws of the society.” : h
In the past we have not justly appreciated the power and dignity con-
ferred upon the organized deaf ‘of our country by this document. Under its
provisions we are orie of the most purely philanthropic associations
in existence, and under its provisions also we may constitute ourselves
a militant vigilance committee to guard the interests and welfare of our
class. Only within the last few years- have we begun to exercise these
privileges,. = = T '
' ' FEDERATION
 One of the :topies’ that will claim our ‘consideration is that of
federation. . . - T o o P
A committee, of which I was chairman, submitted a report at
Norfolk, drafted by ~myself, - which embodied the suggestions and in-
structions given on’ this subject. at the conventions of Philadelphia, St.

- Paul and St Louis, . This report was tabled with the understanding that

it was to be taken up at'the' present convention, B P

~ Since then: the"topic of - federation . or - reorganization  has -received
more discussion in the deaf-mite press than any other matter connected
with the -Association; -mubt-plead: guilty that T v rértly -dnd-covertly
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fostered this agitation. Almost my sole object was to advertise the
N. A. D, to give it prominence in the minds of the American deaf, and
I believe I succeeded, Perhaps I succeeded too well, for not a few of
our friends are laboring under the hallucination that unless the Associa-
tion is reorganized and rebuilt from cellar to garret according to plans
and specifications of their own, its whole structure will fall in a mass of
debris and ruin. v , _

I need not remind you that to merely adopt a plan of federation at
this convention does not convert the Association: immediately into a
federation. Whatever plan is ultimately adopted must be submitted to the
constituent organizations it is proposed to admit, and until a sufficient

- nuinber of theése organizations ratify  the new arrangement, the Associa-

tion will continue in business as heretofore, under the present constitution
and by-laws, or as they may be amended by yourselves later during the
sessions of this convention. '

AMENDMENTS

A number of amendments to the constitution and by-laws will claim
your attention and should be definitely acted upon. Those by Mrs.
Veditz and Mr. Hanson were submitted and published in due process
of law. That by Mr. Spear proposes to throw out and supersede our en-
tire existing set of rules. All await your deliberation and decision.

T would earnestly urge the adoption of one of the amendments that

~. proposes to permit members of the Association who may be unable to at-
" tend the convention to vote by mail in the election of officers and on

amendments to the constitution,

-

THE CIVIL SERVICE

I take pride in the fact that during my admiinistration several dis-

crimigations intended or actually existing against the deaf have been
removed or remedied. The Committee on ‘Eugenics has disclaimed any

" intention of including the deaf in its proscription list. The Commissioner

of Immigration at Ellis Istand, as well as the Department of Commerce

and Labor, has, on our protest in the threatened deportation of the Rev.

Carl Olsen, because he was deaf, disclaimed any intention to discei inate

against our class. The Annual Conferences of Charities and Correctic
are beginning to sce that the deaf are. more: properly ‘subjects of discus-

tional Educational Association has for the first time in_
mitted a regularly appointed 'representative of -

- I would urge that hereafter we send reg
organization o the mestings of the

Teachers’ Association.  We cun claim &
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‘was accorded our representative, Mr. Wyand, by the N. E. A. at Boston
last July.

But our greatest victory was the rout of General John Black and
his colleagues of the Civil Service Commission. Two Presidents of
the United States, the Department heads under two ‘administrations,
Governors, Senators and Congressmen were involved in the fight. The
deaf themselves were”a unit and fought shoulder to shoulder. The
zeal was such that it almost accomplished the seemingly impossible feat
of uniting them politically. }

- We won, but still we have not won, for it seems we are making
" no attempt to enjoy the fruits of our victory.

I believe it would be well for the Association to create a standing
Civil Service Commission of its own, whose duty it shall be to see to it
that not only no discrimination be exercised against the deaf by exam-
ining boards, but that existing limitations be still further lessened or
removed. :

There should be more deaf-mutes in the Civil Service. . I would be-
speak the codperation of the Gallaudet College Alumni in the appoint-
ment of a ‘similar committee to encourage students of the college to fit
themselves for positions in the governmental service. '

THE INDUSTRIAL EXHIBIT

‘ I would call atfention to the industrial exhibit held as an adjunct
to this- Convention-and Congress. In a way it is an innovation. There

- was g small exhibit at St. Paul in 1899, but this could in no way compare
with . display of the evidence of the mechanical skill and
‘by the deaf in many of thé arts and handicrafts.
the present exhibit be: regarded as a first attempt
hereafter made a_regular feature of our con-
o stinilate the ambition of the deaf to excel
nd-at the same time if properly placed on

exert a great influence in' m

et that 1 announce the
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iterated at Norfolk. In fact they were promulgated in substance at every
one of our conventions beginning with Chicago in 1893.

Last fall it occurred to me that we might resolve and resolve until,
to use a homely phrase, the cows come home, and nothing would come of
it if we stopped right there, Accordingly, I selected six of these reso-
lutions, had them printed, and sent copies to the superintendent or prin-
cipal of every State school for the deaf in this country, as well as of a
number of pure oral day and boarding schools. Each Copy was accom-
panied with a courteous request for an expression of opinion.

The resolutions referred to were as follows: _
Resolved, 'Thap we recognize and appreciate to the f_ullest extent all

destructive spirit that endeavors to educate all pupils by any single
method. We are firmly and unalterably in favor of the Combined

System, which adapts the method to the pupil, and not the pupil to the
method, :

‘(Resolutions similar in tenor to the above were unanimously adopted
at the National Conventions at Chicago, 1893; Philadelphia, . 1896; . St.
Paul, 1899; St. Louis, 1904, and Norfolk, 1907.)

Resolved, That the educated deaf, even though they may not be-in the
profession, feel that it is their privilege to discuss and pass upon questions

of educational methods, inasmuch as they are the results of these
methods, and that theie seinions thercfore shauld have the wis's of
-authority.

: Rcsolve&, That to those deaf who have never acquired ~speech through
the medium of the éar, speech as represented by the motions of the lips

and mouth is a sign language and those oral ‘teachers who decry "the
conventional language of signs and the manual alphabet are guilty of an
inconsistency. | - ' ' o
Resolved, That, in our -opinion, it is the duty of every teacher of the
d_eaf,‘no. matter what method he or she uses, to have a working command
of the sign language, , L S
Resolved, That the highest educational interests of the deaf require

an _increased ratio of deaf teachers possessing . the requisite intellectual
and moral qualifications, - C '

Resolved, That the oral method, which witliﬁé!ds" from the con-
genitally and quasi-congenitally deaf the use of the language of sixx!s

outside the school room, robs these childten of their birthright. |
A number of the éuperintendepts, responded 'i)rbmptly.__ After wait-

ing a reasonable time for the mental ‘mills of the remaining gods to re-
volve, T sent each a ‘courteous reminder that an answer to my previous:
letter was desired. This brought more replies, but a number of our
friends are yet to be heard from, . S -
Right here let me say that a person who thus disregards the opinions
of the educated and organized deaf has .no license to pose as an educktor
of the deaf nor as the head of ‘a school supported by .the taxes of the
people and of which they. pay their share. . .. . R

e
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And right here let me say that the organized deaf do not understand
their own might. It is in their power, if united, to dictate to the schools
what methods of education should be pursued therein. Their cause is so
paipably just that public, legislators and parents must in the end side
with them. : : _ :

I will quote the letters received in reply from the chiefs of the two
hostile camps in full—that from Dr. Edward Miner Gallaudet, our Grand
Old Man, the father of the Combined System, and that from Dr. Alex-

ander Graham Bell, the High Priest of the Oral Method in this country.’

WasnHiNeTON, D. C., November 2, 1909.

Mr. George W. Veditz, President of the National Association of the Deaf,
- Colorado Springs, Colo, o

DeAR Sie: I have yours of October 26th, with the resolutions en-
closed; they méet my approval entirely, and I am glad to know that your
Association will take measures to press the sentiments expressed in these
resolutions upon' those who have the responsibility of managing schools

lf::r the deaf. I have long felt that the voice of the educated deaf should

heard and heeded in matters .concerning the care and teaching of
those to whom the sense of hearing has been denied. I am,
Very truly yours,
E. M. Garrauper.

WAsan"roﬁ, D. C, January §, I;QIO.

Mr. George W. Vedits, “President of the National Association of the
. Deaf, Colorado Springs, Colo. ' : S
-DEAR-SIR:' Your note of the 29th ult. received, enclosing a copy of
certain resolutions- passed last year by the National Association of the
© Deaf, of which you are President. L
v f am glad to see. from these resolutions that your Association takes
an interest in the general subject of the education of the deaf; and your
- OpImions are; certainly ‘entitled to respect and consideration,
- You ask “for ‘my ‘views upon the same subject in order to ascertain
how far my attitude_differs from yours, L i
.. It gives me- pleasure to comply ‘with your r uest; and I . may say,
after. examining your.resolutions, ‘that ‘we differ chiefly ‘upon one point:
the use of the "ﬁlgﬂt‘l‘hngu'a'_g;c in the instruction of the young, You advo-

cate - its use, an do not; ‘and that is the chief point " of difference

inst the use of this language by adult deaf
her if they so’ desire.” That is a matter
j.and they are certainly entitled to employ

: th,:m 2 the Jangy
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It is therefore our duty, as instructors of the deaf, to teach our
pupils to use the English language as freely as possible. It is our duty
to teach them to read and write; and to speak, and understand spoken
utterances by watching the mouth. It is our duty to make the English
language the vernaculor of the deaf ch:ld so that he shall think in English,
and become as like the hearing child in every particular as the necessities
of his case admit,

Whether we use spoken English, or written Enghsh or English
-spelled upon the fingers, as our usual means of communication, 15 a
matter of quite secondary importance to the language itself; fox' these are
all forms of one and the same language, English,

But when we come to the language of signs we are deahng with a
different language altogether, not English at all; and it is certainly no
part of our duty as instructors of the deaf, to encourage our pupils to
employ a foreign language, not understood by the people at home, nor
by the world of hearing and speaking people with whom we desire them
to come into communication. It is no part of our duty to help them to
become foreigners in their own country by permitting them to use, as a
means of communication, a language that is not understood by the people
of that country.

. In brief, our relative posmons seem to be as follows:

"I hold that in an English-speaking country like the United States,
the English language, and the English language alone, -should be used
ash thle means of communication and instruction in all of ocur public
schools.

You hold that the sign language should also be employed in schools
for the deaf; though why deaf children should be obliged to learn two
distinct languages, where one zlone is sufficient, your resolutions fail to
state. In my opinion necessity alone could justify this, and necessity has
not heen shown. .

‘The sign language unfortunatélv is not Enghsh and is therefore a
foreign language to English-speaking people. It is obviously not advisable
that our pupils should acquire, and use as their vernacular; a language
that is not understood by the people among whom- they live.

Yours -sincerely, . :
Ax.mnnn Gumm Bsu..

Dr. Bell’s reply is to my mind a confessxon of the fa:lure of the
oral method. S = :
- T would arge upon this conventnon to condenm in

: 'the schtsm that now exzsts m the ranks of our

that ‘makes 1t necessary to hold two_;;co,.we_
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the vehicle of sound—of speech—1t0 those who have never heard is

simply folly.
THE LADIES' AUXILIARY

In conclusion I beg leave to present oné subject that 1 have been
agitating, when occasion qﬂffered, during the past three years—a Ladies’
Auxiliary of the N. A. DIt is true women are admitted to equal mem-
bership and privileges in our Association, but an examination of our rec-
ords will show that their active participation in our affairs has been

without withdrawing from the Association, they

almost nil. 1 pelieve if,
clude every woman member, as

were to form one great committee to in
electing their own officers and meeting some-
' in the

an auxiliary organization,

what in the same manner as the Gallaudet Alumni, their interest in

Association would greatly increase, more of them would join, they would
d our conventions

find no dearth of subjects to engage their activities, an
rs and influence.

would consequently be angmented in numbe
Attention is called to the reports of the several committees and
alue and merit

officers which will be duly submitted. They are of great v

your careful ‘study.
Respectfully,
Groree Wu. VEDITZ, President.

R E ,_P.. ;}._} Iﬁs;@un, of IHinois, offered the following motion :
 “Ipasmuch as there are assigned for Friday, August 12, matters of
considg;able.-._ixﬁpqmncg and pearing on the '_Association and its objects;
pmedial ent attention- and -effective action,

that need our imme iate and suffici .
vioe the: reports of all standing committees of ‘the
ttee on Resolutions, be submitted on Wednesday, the




