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“With a view of discharging this manifest duty, by the
erection of a monument to this immortal man in the place
where he founded the first German institntion for the deaf ang
dumb, a committes has been appointed,” ete., ete. It is not
necessary to proceed any farther with the translation of the cir
cular, as the liftle which remains relates only to the businesg
arrangements of this committee,

We rejoice at every such manifestation as the foregoing, ings.
much ag it recognizes the great principle that public honor
should be paid, not only nor chiefly to the triumphs of brate
force, nor even to the achievements of the mere intellect ; but
that those who do good to men, however humble their work,
should command the respect and gratitude of the world. If, as
some one has rightly said, he who causes two blades of gras
to grow where but one grew before, should be accounted a pub-
lic benefactor ; in how much higher estimation should they be
held, whose untiring benevolence fertilizes the barren seil of
the human ming and heart, il the desert blooms, like a garden,
with the flowers of lovely affections and the fruits of a useful
life ! Honor then to Heinicke, and to all who Iive and labor, -
as he did, for the stricken children of our race !

VISITS TO BOME OF THE INSTITUTIONS FOR THE DEAF
AND DUMB IN FRANCE AND ENGLAND.

BY LAURENT CLEEOC,

[Mr. Clerc continues his remarks upon the Royal Inssitution for the’
Deaf and Dumb at Paris, as follows.” Ep. Annars. ]

[GONCLUDED.]

After visiting the classes of the boys several times, 1 visited 3
those of the girls in the other wing of the institution. Th
girls are here shut np as in a cloister, and few gentlemen ever hav
access to them ; nor are the teachers of the boys themselve
admitted to visit them. An exzception was made in my favor
I owed it to the politeness of the director, who alone has ib
right of entering and giving permission to enter ; and he gave
me this permission, probably, on account of my béing a stran
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s ger, returning from a foreign land. It wag the recreation hour
‘ when I called. The girls were in their garden, and on hearing
of my arrival, immediately_left their amusements and crowded
- ground me. Some believed they recognized me; others stood
gazing ; some inguired of others who T wag and what I had
come for. Their enriosity was soon satisfied, and they politely
ughered me into their sitting-room up stairs. They numbered
about sixty. With a few exceptions, they all looked very bright
and infelligent ; most of them were between the ages of ten and
sixteen years ; all dressed glike in plain clothes ; uniformity
being rigorously enforced, as is the cage elsewhere in the board-
% ing-schools for young ladies. At two o'clock P.M. they were
called out fo their respective classes, which T attended by turns.
Their teachers, with two of whom T had the honor of being ac-
quainted, received me kindly. I hgq & long conversation with
especially about the mode of instruction. We agreed in
- Some respects and differed in several- others. They were all
- Iadies of fine talents, first-rate education and extengive reading ;

Their apo wholly owing to

& want, on the part of their pnpils, of an opportunity to practice,
This may be true in a certain sense ; but why do they keep

their pupils shut up like nuns in g convent, and therehy deprive

them of the opportunity of practicing 7 Why do they not per-

it them 4o yigit or to receive visitg ? Why do they never

n accompanied, in so
true,
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of being known ; which, alas, will perhaps never happen 4
long as they continne to be cut off from society. I wish the
ladies-professors of the Paris Royal Institation could see what g
contrast there is between the present condition of their pupils anq
onr own. Here, in the United States of America, several hup. -
dred deaf and dumb of both sexes have married since they left
school, and are blessed with hearing and speaking children,
which is a great comfort for them in théir old age ! There are
hardly two dozen of them to be found in any one couniry of
Europe, thus happily situated.

From the Royal Institution, I proceeded to the Maison,
de Refuge pour les Sourdes-Muettes Indigentes, Rue des Postes,
(House of Refuge for Deaf and Dumb Indigent Girls, Post Street,)
This retreat is the indispensable complement of the Royal In-
stitution ; but it essentially differs from the latter in its condi-
tions of existence. The Institution is a royal establishment
endowed by government ;. the Touse of Refuge, one of charity,
which is supported only by donations or alms from benevolent °
individuals;: The girls admitted: into the Royal Institution re-
ceive there, during six vears, all the instruction they need.
This space of time being over, they must return to their homes,
or look for a place to support themselves. Such was, at least,
the thought of the administration from the origin of the estab-
lishment; but it was not long before it became evident that,
notwithstanding their instruction, it was difficult for these Do0T
girls to find a suitable sitnation either as seamstresses, workwo- -
men or servants. Their infirmity was an obstacle to all kinds
of relation between themselves and strangers. It was, there-
fore, on this account that a committes of ladies, chosen to watch
over the female pupils of the Royal Institution and to provide
for their future support, formed the idea of creating the House
of Refuge, where might be received, on their leaving the Royal
Institntion, those among these unfortunate girls, whom the pov-
erty of their parents or friends left without means of subsistence
This House of Retreat was established in 1829, Tt furnish-
es these poor girls & home of their own during their lives.
Here they are sheltered from the numerous dangers to which
they would be exposed, if left entirely to themselves. Here
they find comfort and security, dnd, which is still better, goﬂd_
advice and affectionate protection. A matron, appointed by the
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committee and familiar with thejr language of signs, not only
. culfivates and develops in them all the good feelings of their
- hiearts, but also superintends the different oceupations in which
i well arranged in this small
- ; , qui  cleanliness, facilities for
" air, exercise and amusements, morning and evening prayers, and
religions instruetion on the Sabba.th-moming. Thanks to the
i ent matron, they form a family, if

not quite happy, at least peaceable and edifying,
Such was the House of Refuge that I visited on going out of
the Royal Institution, from which it is but a few rods distant.

the oldest, as far as I conid ascertain, not being above twenty-
five, all more or less able to write and read, as all had Previous-
Iy been educated at the Royal Institution ; and i wag with

joyments this world affords. » T think they might
- have been otherwige disposed of, had another plan been adopted
~ for their happiness. T nquired why it had not been thought hest
-to place them among farmers in the country, or in respectable
families in the capaci

ete.,.and T received'the eternal answer, the fear of their being
-exposed to danger or seduction. . These Iadies, indeed, must
-have g boor opinion of the virtues of these poor deaf and dumbh,
i they think of them a8 they appear to do,

lsewhere in Par

and in. process of
Out of school hours, he received daily lessons ims ar-
from hig teacher, and when he left the Institution,
som ok it into his head to establish,
i j hig father and sisters, a school
little boys should be admitted,
Which not one single sign, not even spelling with one’s
1gers, should be resorted to, as nothing but articulation was to
the mode of teaching. A deaf and dumb man teach other
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deaf and dumb persons to speak! what a novelty! what 4
" spectacle | what a wonder !

But to be serious, Mr. D., whom I found to be a young gen-
tleman 26 or 27 years old, of much intelligence .and energy
persisted in believing that he conld teach them to speak, and do
80 perhaps better than any one else who heard and spoke. Ap.
cordingly, in 1844, he announced his design by a circular which
was spread far and wide, and applied to the Minister of the In-
terior for pecuniary aid in his enterprise. The Minister, ever

regardful of suffering humanity, with his usual liberality, grant. 7

ed him an appropriation for the support of ten boys, and if at

the end of three years Mr. D. succeeded in his atternpt, he

might depend upon further patrenage.
Mr. D. urged me to visit his school and examine his pupils,
then twelve in number, which I did with pleasure the next day.

I examined them in this wise. I could not do otherwise, as T do -
not speak one word myself, and was not permitted at all to spell -

with my fingers, nor to make uny sign whatever, which, how-
ever, would have been useless, as his pupils understood none,
A small slate was handed me and I wrote on it several words,
such as pavn, vin, eaw, livre, papier, maison, ete. (bread, wine,
water, book, paper, house, ete.) These words Mr. D. articuls
ted, and the boys wrote them on the blackboard quite correct-
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ly. Then I wrote the following question, taking care that none

saw or read what I wrote: Savez-vous qut je suis? (Do you

know who I am ?) Then, taking a little boy apart and making ]
him read what T had just written, T requested him to communi-’

cate my question to another boy whom I pointed out to him.
He did accordingly, and the other boy, who had looked with
much attention at the motion of the lips of his fellow-pupil,
when the sentence was ended immediately shook his head so

as tq say no, and taking a crayon, he wrote my question on the

board quite accurately, and added his answer which was Now,
Monsieur. 1 then begged Mr. D. to tell him my name, and
‘when he had done it, the boy wrote : Monsieur Clair. 1 wrote
another sentence with the same cantion, and another boy lisped
it to another, and the latter wrote Je vais vous sowhaifer k&
bon soir et mlen aller, (I am going to bid you good bye and g0
away,) which Was exactly what I had written. The boy, hov-
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_ever, made one single mistake, whigp, was hig writing allep iy

stead of m'en aller. )

- The conclusions that | am g M my conversation

‘m'th Messrs. Dubois, father ang SOR, are that they hold the fol-

Jowing views : _ -

Ist, A child can he deaf withont being mute 5 he can pe mnte
“without being deas 5 he can be, g once, both deas and mute,

- 2d. Deafness does not Canse mutism,

-8d. The child who was born deaf, op Wwho became 80 after hig
birth, was not nocessarily myte, 80 at a later
period. ’

4th, The deaf does _ ] lost hearing,

' i 3 hecause You have

ved, nor

5 hence, therefore, ny-

Erous grave erpopg which taint ¢he Present mode of jy.
struction,

b, mimicry js assured-
MVenience, Tt shonld

always be jike yo
N Were gome of the arguments of Messrs. Duboig in fayor
eir Mmethog, alguments whigp those who lear and speak
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are better qualified than am I, a poor deaf and dumb map, t
settle. But whatever may be their opinion, mine is that Messis,
D. will produce more ingenious automatons than good scholarg
It ought also to be recollected that the questions which I had
time to propose to them were of the most simple and commoy
kind. '

T left Paris eariy one day in June and reached London th,
next day in the afternoon. I called on Mr. Watson, the prin.
cipal of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, the wegk
after my arvival. He gave me a hearty welcome, and calle
one of the professors to accompany and show me all that wy
worth seeing in the institufion. I saw about two hundrs’
hittle boys and girls at dinner; but bhad no opportunity to talk
with any, as the place waz not a proper one for the purpose,:
Besides, I was told that the children were not allowed to talk:
while at table. On returning t6 Mr. Watson’s room, I founi.
him engaged with some strangers, and he proposed to me to call
again on Monday following and he would be more attentive
me than he could now be. T accepted his invitation with thank
fuiness, and bade him good bye and went away, Two dag;
afterwards 1 received a note from him through the Post-offics}
in which he informed me that, in consequence of the work peo
ple having taken possession of his rooms, he should not be &
home on Monday, and therefore regretted that he was oblige
to postpone the pleasure of my visit to some future opportunity.

This meanf something that I am not yet able to solve. -
had taken the trouble of coming to London for the sole purpos
of visiting the Asylum located in old Kent road, and gre
indeed, was my disappointment at the receipt of Mr. W.’s note!
but I bore it with the patience of a philosopher. Soon afte
left London for Southampton, and Southampton for New Yo
where I landed safely from on board the steamship Washingi
in fifteen days, after an absence of a year.




