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P ig ot in mortals to command slccess,
But we'll do more, Semproniue, we'll deserve 16"
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o, =] = [The Editor of THE CoMPANION requested Dr.
E;;" o 0% = Hanson to write his autobiography for publication in
B our school paper, in order that there might be a reec-
H O B ord of the life and achievements of cne of the out-
cr% & standing graduates of the Minnesota School for the
™ g Deaf gWe feel assured that his many friends
|2 e gﬂ throﬁghout the state and nation will be interested
o = & in reading the following life story.}
L = -
& 0 o The Editor of THE CoMPANION has asked me to
= & ne . . .
B om oo write an autobiography. I was born on a farm in
<" : g" Fjelkinge, in the southern part of Sweden, September
& oo %’ 10, 1862. My father had a large farm and kept eight
CHE ’ the year round. During harvest time

or ten servants - g
there would be ag many as thirty people working on

our place. Father was algo a Church Warden, and a
member of the T,andsting, or local legislature.

T attended public gchool until twelve years old. As
nd of outdoor sports. Snow balling in
winter was a favorite pastime. Sliding on newly
formed jce was our delight, and we used to vie with
ane another as to whao could slide on the thinnest ice.
As a consequence We broke through the ice on the
- gmall ponds near home, and got our feet web. I
never thought of this as a8 serious matter. On the
contrary I was rather proud of it, It was my ambi-
tion to become tough and hardened, My cousing
were careful not to get their feet wet, and when play-
ing in the snow OF glush they always wore rubbers
or galoshes. T always looked upon them as effemi-
nate, and had 2 sort of qontmngt for their galoshes.
Rut they did not lose their hearing: while I did!

The primary cause of my deafness, I now believe,
was getting my feet web, L always had a “cold,” and
was delicate rather than robust. The immediate
cause of my deafness Was & snow storm, Going home
from school one day we had to face a howling bliz-
sard. 1 still remember vividly how we would Tun
from one house te another and stop for shelter on
the lee side before moving on to the next house. I
Was then eleven years old. My ears were frozen, as
'i;hey had been many iimes before. But on reaching
home, instead of telling my mother and having the
ears rubbed with snow; which was the usual treat-
ment for frost bitten members, I sneaked up behind
the stove to thaw Iy cals. As a result my ears
swelled up. The gwelling subsided in a few days,
‘and I was not sick. But I became totally deaf in my
Yight ear. I could still hear with the left ear.
My father had bought a farm in Minnesota, and

a boy I was fo
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had decided to move with the family to America. All
preparations had been made. The farm in Sweden
was leased; stoelt and implements sold, and every-
thing was ready to leave Sweden the following
spring. Then father was taken sick, and after two
weeks sickness he died from nervous fever on March
14, 1874, at the age of forty-three.

The plans to go to America were upset. My oldest
brother, Hans, had gone to America two years before
this to manage the farm in Minnesota. He was
reealled to Sweden, and became virtually the head of
the family at the age of twenty-one.

It was decided to carry out the plans to go to
America, and afier a year's delay we came to Min-
nesota in the spring of 1875, The party consisted of
my mother, my brother, my sister, and myself, the
youngest of the family. There were alse about a
dozen other people going to various places for whom
my brother acted as leader.

After a weelds visit with relatives in Red Wing
and Vasa, Minn., we went to Willmar on the new
railroad just opened. Our farm was seven miles
south of Willmar, and we drove there in a farm
wagon. My brother had a team of horses, which was
an umusual sight there at that time, as most of the
other farmers had oxen for their conveyance, Our

‘haggage came in ox carts. An uncle and a number of

people from the old ecounfry had taken homesteads
near us, and in a few years there was quite a colony
of Swedes in that locality. -

It was May; work on the farm was progressing:
we were getting settled: I glept in a log house near
an open window. One morning when I got up I felt
dizzy, and could not hear as well as usual with my
left ear. I told my mother and brother. I{ was
decided to take me at once to Willmar to see a doe-
tor. As we drove to town my dizziness disappeared;
but my hearing diminished, and by the time we
reached the doctor, I was as deaf as I am now. I
wasg not sick, and experienced no other inconvenience;
but I was totally deaf. We all thought that it would
pass away, and that I would soon be able to hear
again. The doctor prescribed spraying the ears with
fresh, warm milk, and gave me some medicine which
did not help me any,

In the fall T was taken to St Paul and pladed
under the care of a specialist, named Dr. Atwood,
and made daily trips to his office. Dvidently he
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found the Hustachign tube closed, and he tried to
open it by. blowing air through tlie nose with a rubber
syringe. Tt did me no good.

While in St. Paul I lived with a Swedish family
named Hjortsherg, and as I afterward learned, with-
in a bloek of the home of Charles Thompson. But I
did. not.meet him, as he was at school in Faribault.
1 did not know anything about him, nor did I know
that, there were other deaf people. 1 thought 1 was
the only one.

After two months treatment without any benefit,
we tried another doctor for a month with no better
results, Then I veturned home.

The next two years I spent on the farm. T was
very fond.of Teading hooks and newspapers. I conld
read Swedish, but not English, . We took two or three
Swedish. weekly papers, and. I devoured them eager-
ly. The.papers. earried weekly serials, and in this
way Lread:Victor Huge's Les Miserables, and several
other good.hooks. I did not go to school, and no one
tried to teach me English. The credit for bringing
me to gehool belongs to Olof Nerling, who was then
a pupil at Faribaulé. His home was not far from
mine, and he heard of me and informed Superintend-
ent: Noyes.. A brief correspondence followed, and I
was brought to scheol.in Faribault in February 1878,

My first impression on arriving af the School was
one of intense disgust with the grimaces made by the
pupils in talling with ene another in the sign lan-
guage. I can readily understand why the sign lan-
guage does not appeal to parents and the public in
general, when they do not understand if. This is
greatly to be regretted, because the sign language,
when understood, is Teally aitraciive, and fo the deaf
there is nothing that can compare with it for con-
veying thought and entertainment.

But the kindly face and mneat appearance of Dr.
Noyes reassured me, arid 1 soon felt at home. I was
placed in a class of semi-mutes, under the instruetion
of P. W. Downing. In the class were W. C. Browel,
J. L. Smith, M. O. Roborts, George Allen, L. H.
LeFevre, A, R, Spear, BEmma Schneider, Anna Sachs,
and several others. A new world opened to me.
I was given books to study,—geography, arithmetic,
history, matural philosephy, ete. I wore out two
‘or three Swedish-English dictionaries. [ studied
eagerly in school and out. Mr. George Wing, one of
the teachers, evidently sensed that T was studying
too hard, for during the Sunday study hour he would
tell me that his horse needed exercise, and asked me
to ride him about the country for an hour. It was
a good horse, and of course I was glad to give him
the needed exercise!

The class in which T was placed consisted entirvely
of semi-mutes, and recitations were conduected orally.
But I never could understand any thing of what the
other pupils were saying, as I conld not read lips at
all. I could speak Swedish quite well, and M.
Downing tried to teach me to speak English. But I
made little progress in that direction.

It was not until the following year, when a new
oral teacher was employed, Miss Fanny Wood, that
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I got a real start in learning fo speak English. T i

aptended her classes half an hour cach day, and the
entire time was given to dvill in speech. She used
Melville Bell’s speech symbols, and these helped e
greatly in pronouncing words. The Swedish 1 n-
guage is atmost entively phonetic; but in English the
difference between the written and spoken word was
s great stumbling block to me. Here the Bell gym-
hols came in handy. She would write “Iaf” (inﬂsy:_m‘_,_'

bols). and I pronouced “laf” But T had no. iden,
what it meant until she wrote “laugh.” Then d saw.:

the light. I had to learn a great many words tha

were pronoyneed differently from the written words.
But I made good progress. [ also learned fo read =

my teacher’s lips, so that I could understand; most
everything .she said.
In June 1881 I graduated from the school-at Fari-
bauls, and in September I entered the Gollege at,
Washington. The instruction 1 had veceived. 111
speech stood. me in good gtead, and T have always
psed speech in commmunicating with hearing people,’
But in lip reading I never could malke ntch yprogress,
chietly T believe from insufficient practice, and: lack
of that knack for lip-veading which some peopl
seem o have in much gieater degree than others. .
During my last two years at College T had. as my
roommate Cadwallader. L. Washburn, Through the
kindness of his father, Senator W. D, Washburn, L
secrred a position during the summer vacation in {
office of B, T. Mix & Co., Arvchitects, Milwaukee,
There was at that time a Dr. Spencer, who W
greatly interested in teaching the deaf to speak. He
was a friend of Mr. Mix, who interested himself-in
geeing that I received proper encoyragement in lear

ing speech and lip-reading. He instructed ‘the

draftsmen in the office that they were to speak
me to, give me practice in-reading. ’

One day one of the draftsmen gaid to me: ".‘Pleas'é"

pass me the ink.” I could not make out that word
wipk.® (Try to vead “ink” on the lips.) He e
peated the word “il,” and presently every mai.l
the room was yelling “ink” “in J dnk!” But
conid not make it out and was quite embarrassed

I guess they set me down for dumb, and did not tr¥.

to speak ic me again. But some of them learned: t
talk on their fingers and were good friends. e
There was a teacher named Paul Binner, a frien
of Dr. Spencer, and arrangements were ‘made for m
to take lessons in speech and lip-reading from h
T went to him two or three times a week, and pa

dollar an hour. But, while T fried hard to learn lip-

reading I made no progress ab all. In wmy business
T have found it so uncertain and unreliable tha
have always preferred pad and pencil to lip-readin

From 1881 to 1886 1 attended Gallaudet Colleg
and graduated in 1886 with the degree of B.A. M
clagsmates were A. F. Adams, Albext Berg, J
Cloud, C. 0. Dantzer, J. H. Dundon, and Th
Lynch. The last named wag the outstandin
star of the time, and he was the firgt to pass £ a

During my sophomore year 1 set myself seripusi
to consider what I should do after leaving Coll
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English, 1.

Thiee professions were particularly alluring to me:-
lay, and the ’ g v

engihesting, suiveymg, and .architecture. 1 set
gbout 1nvest1gat1ng' the possxbzhtles of each. With a
letter of introduction from Dr. Gallandet 1 inter-
v1ewed a_prominent ergineer in Washington, He
plomptly tln ew coid 'WRtEl on my aspnat]ons The

English the -
m word. wag

eugmeers ot of ‘work; and he did not thmk I would
sfand any oha.nce ‘of Hucceeding,

ith a szmllal letter "of intreduction I went and
tallied "with 'a surveyor. He was more cordial, He
thought I could do the office work of drafting and
computation. But my deafness would be a serious
handicap in the field work.
rstand; n . Next I went to an architect. He was an optimist.
3 Tt you have the ability there is no reason you should
‘not succeed. ‘The gky is the limit.Some arehitects in
teg New York make $100,000 a year. But, he empha-
regeived. in . ®ized,” you must have the ability; otherwise better
© ‘rot attémpt it.

After graduating from College, through the assiz-
tince again of Senator Washburn, I secured a posi-
tion with 'an architect in Minneapolis, and later
‘thoved with him to Omaha, remaining with him for
séveral years,

. Then' T decided to travel and sludy architectiive in

‘Tutope, and in 1889-90 spent a year abroad. First
"I went to England and Scotland, visiting most of the
'English Cathedial towns, I-was expecting' a draft
froni lome, but when I eame to London there was no
diaft, I went on to Paris. It turned out later that
“thé draft had ayrived in London a few days before
et L did, and had bheen forwarded to me at Cambridge,
ant in le : ‘arriving theve after I had left. I got another draft
hy cable,’ and the original drvaft turned up several

1ad. no idea,
Then T saw
words that -

Vashburn, 1
:ation in the
Milwaukee,
r, who w
spealt, -

to SPeak fo moriths later, having been held at the hotel in Cam-
bridge in e¥pectancy of my arrival there, though I
me: -k "hdd alreddy passed through.
t that " T témained in Paris five months, most of the time
s) 1 ‘ag'a special student at the Feole des Beaux Arts.
ey m While in Paris T had the pleasurs of sitting opposite
el i ‘Mr, Douglas Tilden'at dinner every evening, and
m]_aarlja BEC: “gredfly ‘enjoyed his donversation. During the winter
did not try “a strahge malady spread all over Europe, ealled La
1 learned: to Grsppe, and later it spread to the United States
wds. Tihere it was edlled Influenza. I caught it good and
er, a friend ﬁ)lenty and for three weeks was a very sick man.
'?ad‘." £ My room in the hotel, heated only by an open fire-
¢ from i “place,"was not any too comfortable. But finally I
and p gof well,
to learn Co Eaﬂy in the spring T said good bye to Parig and
ny byl “ient ‘to ‘Ttaly. Its beautiful works of art—architec-
able 'tu1e, ‘painting, sculpture—fasecinated me. I spent
lip-readin, two "weeks in Rome, and made shorter stops in Ven-
det & ce, "Milan, Pisa, Orvieto, Floience, and other places
i B.A M “of intdvest. While in Italy, as in other European
Berg,_ “dountries, I always patlomzed native restaurants
nd T “and hotels rather than thoss catering to tourists. I
ing footha learned enough of the language to ask for what I
Dass g "wanted, and for twenty-five cents I could getl ag good
df se (s "a fieal at a native restaurant as they charged a dol-

lar for at the tourist resorts. Im this way I saved
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considerable mhoney and receivéd better service. The
whole cost of my Europesa trip, coviring ten monthe,
was a little ‘over "$800.00.

From Italy I went northward throtigh Switzevland,
then down the Rhine fo' Gerniany, stopping at vari-
ous places, including three days in’ Berlin, Then I
went through Dénmark and visited my native home
in ‘Sweden, and made a brief stop in Norway.

During my travels I made it a point to vigit schools
“for the déaf when I eould, and to meet ag'many deaf
people’as posshle. T'made such visits and contacts in
Liverpool, Glasgow, :BEdinburgh, London, Paris,
Lyons, -Vetoita, ‘Milan, *Rome, Berlin,  Copenhagen,

‘Lund, and Skara. The Italians were the éasiest:of

all to talk with By means of the sign language, 8
they use natiral signs and pantomime a' preat’ deal,

"In other ‘places it was not so easy, but' by vding

natural signs together withwriting,' I managed to

edmmunicate with them fairly well.

Retuwrning home, 1 réached New York om the
Tourthof July, 1890, T went to' Philadelphia where
the new Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf +was
under construction at Mt. Airy. Through the kind-
nesg of Dr. Crouter [ secured a position with Wilson
Bros. & Co., Architeets, and worked on the Mt Airy
buildings till nearly ecompleted. Then T returned to
Minndsota, and worked in Duluth and ‘Minneapolis.

In 1898 there'was a ‘severe business panie,'and 1
gladly aceepted an offer from Dr. Noves to teach in

“the School at Faribault for twe years, My aim, how-

ever, wag architecture, and as soon as business condi-
tions improved I set ip ag architect in Faribault, and

‘had a fairly good practice. ' Before and during’ my

six years ag architect in Faribault T made plans for
twenty-four residences; eighteen store buildings and

‘hotels; two churches, and ten gehools and institu-
" tiohal buildings,

“While"my business in' Faribault was growing’ I

‘Had an offar frém Mr. Frauk Thayer, an' architect

in Mankato, to join him as-partner. 'Mankato was

‘larger than FFaribault; Mr. Thayer had a good busi-

ness; the prospects-locked good, and I moved to- Man-
kato in 1901,
Mr, Thayer about this time became inteFested in a

“business pr opcsﬁ:}on in‘Alaska, and made a trip to

the Pacific Coast. " He became ‘enthusiastic 'about-the
West, and on his retirn wanted to move to Seattle,
and wanted me to go with him. ' He secured a com-
mission to prepare plans for a United States Court
House at Juneawr,” Aldska. I made these plans in
Mankato. The Tollowing year, in 1902; we' moved: to

‘Sedttle, and opened an ‘office as architects. - A little
work came in, but to get a start in 4 new placs was .

not so easy. Then'Mr. Thayer became sick and prac-
ticalty had to vetire from &ctive business. 1 kept up
the office'for 5 time. Seattle was growing, but there
were plenty of architects Tooking for business, and
a deaf young man in a strange city did not have
much of a chance.” However, I readily secured work
as draftsiman’ with other architécts, "~“While a large
part of my time'in. Seatile has heen spent working
for other architects,I haye done considerable work on
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my own acceunt, According to my books, my work
in Seattle includes twenty-four residences, eight
.sehools and institutional buildings, ten stores and
other buildings. )

While I have never regretied coming fo Seattle,
on account of climate and living conditions, I have
often felt that from a financial standpoint 4 would
have done better to remain in Minnesota, either in
Mankato or in Faribault.

There is no reason why a deaf man of ability and
perseverance should not stuceeed ag architect or engi-
neer, and hig chances will be better-in a small city
where he ean become knowrn, rather than in a very
large city. If he has relatives or friends who can
help him get a start, so much the better. If not suc-
cessful in business independently he can usually get
work ag draftsman. If Ihad my own life to live over
again, I would choose as my profession, either archi-
teeture, or one of the many branches in which the en-
gineering field is now subdivided.

During the world war architeetural businegs in
Seattle was practically at a standstill. 1 went east
and seeured work as draftsman in 8t. Paul and
Omaha, which lasted almost fo the end of the war.
Then I returned to Seattle ayriving home on Armi-
stice Day, November, 1918. Shorily afterward, in
March 1919, in response to an advertisement, I se-
cured 2 position as draftsman at the University of
Washington, a position whieh T have held to this day.
While not so brilliant or remunerative the work has
been steady and the positien congenial, hringing me
contact with highly educated people.

Tor a long time the deaf of this section expressed a
desire for church services for the deaf, and con-
ferences with church officials were held a number of
times, But the Episcopal church could nob see its
way to provide the desired services owing to lack of
finaneial resources. In 1909 T started a Rible Class
in Trinity Episcopal Church, and kept it up until I
went east during the war. On my return from the
east the desire for church services was renewed. At
the vequest of deaf friends, and after consulting the

Bishop and clergy of the church, I decided to study
for the ministry. '

After three vears of study and preparation T was
ordained deacon in the Episcopal Church March 30,
1924, and was ordained Priest January 6, 1929.
Owing to financial limitations 1 have not given my
full time to the ministry, but have continued my
secular work at the University, while ministering to
the deaf on Sundays. My work has heen limited
chiefly to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, and Portland,
with services twice a month in Seattle, once in two
months in Tacoma, and once in three months in Van-
couver and Portland. My work in this line has bheen
chiefly poineering. It is hoped that in the future
conditions will permit the services of a missionary
to the deaf who can give his full time to the work,

On July 3, 1889, I was married in Pittshurgh, Pa.,
to Miss Agatha M. Tiegel, Gallaudet 93, and a
teacher in the Faribault School. If any one is under
the delusion that college girls are not good home
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makers, T wish to correct that impression, at least .- Simon
as far my experience goes. 1 do mot have fo worry -3 Smith’s &
about calories, vitamins, but leave such things to my self imm;
wife who has done the worrying with perfect satis- Matt T
faction to all concerned. We have three daughters, - and if b
all gpraduates of the University of Washington, and s 0 ©
two of them married. We have a good home of our ' © was E
own within ten minutes walk of the University. To.:; The wi
gether we have shared the ups and downs of life, and .5’°“n,g sor
we have been as happy as could reagonably be ex- ;}nfM?lwa.t
pected. Oror HaNgon, 191\2;2 lgr
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At Thompson Hall, on the evening of April 28, with the
Dr. J. L. Smith spoke to an interested aundience of that state
over one hundred on “The Kidnapping Game.” Year encounter:
after year, since Thompson Hall was first opened : to that nc
‘he has appeared once or twice to speak to large the deaf.
audiences nearly all of whom are known to him Sheridan
personally, white haired boys and givls, in fact, be- whom cre
ing former pupils of his! He began by saying he the found:
would not go into the Lindbergh case as we all over the
knew about that sad happening. He said the oldes will be fo
ease of kidnapping known comes down to us from wedge tha
“the Creeks when Pluto came from the underworld tem that «
and kidnapped the lovely Proserpine, the daught credit the:
of Ceres. He went on to tell how Ceres went to Mr. an
Jupiter the greatest among the gods and goddess Plaisance,
and demanded the veturn of her daughter and how the Twin
that cunming and crafty old -worthy hemmed and Michael
hawed and made excuses and promises of which Thompson
‘Greek mythology is full. In Bible history the ki on April £
napping of Joseph was narrabed and step by step Mr. anc
down to modern times dealing with the snatching a dozen f
of Charley Ross and the notorous Pat Crowe W April 30.
found easy money by kidnapping a son of the mil- 7d Klaf
lionaire Cudahy and got off scot free as some a first-tim
law of Nebraska at that time provided no punijsh- The alu
ment for kidnapping when the vietims were OVEL baseball t
ten years of age. S for the be
N. F. Morrow, of Indiana, who was present and is the pla
was a college mate of Dr. Smith at Gallaudet C such & th

lege long ago, tock the floor following the clos upon the
the lecture and spoke very interestingly for a lew fore the
minutes, : probably
One new interesting fact to many present /W tin cans
that multitudes of us are descendants of kidnapp The 500‘
persons who were brought to the early colonies at Thomp

America and sold as slaves, Some can bra 4 SUCCESS
their foreparents coming over in the Mayfl eight of b
but millions are the offspring of persons wha ¢ of Prof Ia

as captives to be sold into bondage on the Jumeflowe of three
and other iubs that formed the beginning of . th was next i
Cunard line. e bag. Attl
Godirey Lauby and Matt Anderson eame IT ing domin

. Wisconsin and were present at Thompsoil Hall anora Hofl

the evening of April 23, ceived ome




